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1. The Royal Proclamation of  1763 set out the provisions which allowed for  the British 
Crown to negotiate and enter into Treaties with our ancestors. The Royal Proclamation set out 
the international legal norms for  entering into territories occupied by Indigenous Peoples. With 
the entering into Treaties, the subjects of  the Crown were permitted by us to enter and to live in 
our territory. These settlers formed  the basis of  the state of  Canada which subsequently received 
its independence from  Great Britain via a statute of  the British Parliament. Over the years, the 
founding  relationship of  the Treaties has been ignored, disregarded and trivialized by the Canadian 
government. 

2. The Government of  Canada has used political and financial  force  to institute a political-
judicial system that creates and implements its programmes and policies against the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. The Canadian Government's political conventions have established structural 
inequities that have blocked effective  free  association of  the Indigenous nations. In the process, 
the government has turned Indigenous Peoples its political hostages, depriving us of  our right to 
self-determination. 

3. The list of  historical injustices to Indigenous Peoples in Canada is not limited to the 
dispossession of  most of  our territories and their resources. This dispossession has lead directly 
to the subversion of  our social systems, cultures, languages and spiritual heritage. The principles 
of  self-sufficiency,  self-development  and cultural integrity of  Indigenous Peoples have been 
systematically suppressed by restrictive government statutes, laws and policies. 
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4. The Saddle Lake Cree Peoples call on the government of  Canada to come forward  with a 
political will and the commitment to implement and honour the Treaties. Indigenous Peoples 
know what needs to be done to make a better future  for  themselves. We need the cooperation of 
Canada to achieve that future.  Indigenous Peoples of  Saddle Lake are calling on the Government 
of  Canada to recognize and implement the Treaties and to include in their own system the 
procedure to recognize our jurisdiction in our territories. It is not possible to find  solutions to the 
degradation of  the lands and resources until our rights are accepted and recognized. 

5. The Saddle Lake Cree Peoples have been strong supporters of  the Treaty Study and have 
actively supported the study over the years. We are encouraged to hear that the study is near its 
completion. There are some suggestions which could be considered for  inclusion in the final 
report. 

6. One of  the major reasons for  the Elders and Chiefs  to approach the United Nations some 
twenty years ago was in relation to our Treaties. The state governments were unilaterally 
interpreting the treaties to the detriment of  our Peoples. Our Elders felt  that these international 
agreements need to be reviewed by the United Nations. We are glad that the study has begun to 
accomplish this task. 

7. In order to begin to rectify  the major misunderstandings in relation to the Treaties, there 
needs to be an independent body to oversee Treaty violations. This body to be effective  cannot 
be established under any one state's jurisdiction. Our experience has been that there is no useful 
outcome as the body is managed and directed by the state government. When the body steps 
outside of  the state's authority the funds  are automatically withdrawn which effectively  ends the 
body. 

8. Indigenous Peoples have nothing to fear  with having our oral understanding of  the Treaty 
put to the test of  an impartial outside body. In our experience, the state governments would be 
most fearful  in such a situation since they have attempted over the years to destroy the spirit and 
intent of  the Treaties. 

9. We further  recommend to the Rapporteur that specific  case studies be monitored by the 
Special Rapporteur over the next five  years and report on a yearly basis on the status of  their 
implementation. 

10. There should be a body within the United Nations like the Centre which monitored 
violations of  the apartheid resolutions and to report on a yearly basis of  Treaty violations by 
various state governments. 

11. The United Nations should continue to gather information  on Treaties entered into with 
Indigenous Peoples and establish within the United Nations system a complete inventory of 
materials related to Indigenous Peoples. Since the Special Rapporteur has begun such work of 
gathering materials together, there is a core source which is invaluable. 


